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In this book, we have hand-picked the most sophisticated,
unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original
and musing book reviews of "American Sphinx: The Character of
Thomas Jefferson." Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews
are known to shock with their unconventionality or intimacy.
Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this
book if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get
pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
New York Times Bestseller Named one of the Best Books of the
Year by the San Francisco Chronicle Finalist for the George
Washington Prize Finalist for the Library of Virginia Literary
Award A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection "An
important book…[R]ichly rewarding. It is full of fascinating
insights about Jefferson." —Gordon S. Wood, New York Review of
Books Hailed by critics and embraced by readers, "Most Blessed
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of the Patriarchs" is one of the richest and most insightful
accounts of Thomas Jefferson in a generation. Following her
Pulitzer Prize–winning The Hemingses of Monticello¸ Annette
Gordon-Reed has teamed with Peter S. Onuf to present a
provocative and absorbing character study, "a fresh and layered
analysis" (New York Times Book Review) that reveals our third
president as "a dynamic, complex and oftentimes contradictory
human being" (Chicago Tribune). Gordon-Reed and Onuf
fundamentally challenge much of what we thought we knew, and
through their painstaking research and vivid prose create a
portrait of Jefferson, as he might have painted himself, one
"comprised of equal parts sun and shadow" (Jane Kamensky).
"As Alexander Hamilton's star has risen, Thomas Jefferson's has
fallen, largely owing to their divergent views on race. Once
seen as the most influential American champion of liberty and
democracy, Jefferson is now remembered largely for his
relationship with his slave Sally Hemings, and for electing not
to free her or most of the other people he owned. In this
magisterial biography, the eminent scholar John B. Boles does
not ignore the aspects of Jefferson that trouble us today, but
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strives to see him in full, and to undertstand him amid the
sweeping upheaval of his times. We follow Jefferson from his
early success as an abnormally precocious student and lawyer in
colonial Virginia through his drafting of the Declaration of
Independence at age 33, his travels in Europe on the eve of the
French Revolution, his acidic personal battles with Hamilton,
his triumphant ascent to the presidency in 1801, his prodigious
efforts to found the University of Virginia, and beyond. From
Jefferson's inspiring defenses of political and religious
liberty to his heterodox abridgment of Christian belief, Boles
explores Jefferson's expansive intellectual life, and the
profound impact of his ideas on the world. Boles overturns
conventional wisdom at every turn, arguing, among other things,
that Jefferson did not--as later southerners would--deem the
states rightfully superior to the federal government. Yet
Boles's view is not limited to politics and public life; we also
meet Jefferson the architect, scientist, bibliophile, and
gourmet--as well as Jefferson the gentle father and widower,
doting on his daughters and longing for escape from the
rancorous world of politics. As this authoritative, evenhanded
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portrait shows, Jefferson challenges us more thoroughly than any
other founder; he was at once the most idealistic,
contradictory, and quintessentially American of them all."-A bold transatlantic history of American independence revealing
that 1776 was about far more than taxation without
representation Revolution Against Empire sets the story of
American independence within a long and fierce clash over the
political and economic future of the British Empire. Justin du
Rivage traces this decades-long debate, which pitted neighbors
and countrymen against one another, from the War of Austrian
Succession to the end of the American Revolution. As people from
Boston to Bengal grappled with the growing burdens of imperial
rivalry and fantastically expensive warfare, some argued that
austerity and new colonial revenue were urgently needed to
rescue Britain from unsustainable taxes and debts. Others
insisted that Britain ought to treat its colonies as relative
equals and promote their prosperity. Drawing from archival
research in the United States, Britain, and France, this book
shows how disputes over taxation, public debt, and inequality
sparked the American Revolution—and reshaped the British Empire.
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Eisenhower
Thomas Jefferson
The Red Sphinx
Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789
Revolution Against Empire
Jefferson and His Time

George Washington claimed that anyone who attempted to provide an accurate
account of the war for independence would be accused of writing fiction. At the
time, no one called it the "American Revolution" former colonists still regarded
themselves as Virginians or Pennsylvanians, not Americans, while John Adams
insisted that the British were the real revolutionaries, for attempting to impose
radical change without their colonists' consent. With The Cause, Ellis takes a
fresh look at the events between 1773 and 1783, recovering a war more brutal
than any in American history save the Civil War and discovering a strange breed
of "prudent" revolutionaries, whose prudence proved wise yet tragic when it came
to slavery, the original sin that still haunts our land. Written with flair and drama,
The Cause brings together a cast of familiar and forgotten characters who, taken
together, challenge the story we have long told ourselves about our origins as a
people and a nation.
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**The Times and Sunday Times Books of the Year 2020** **The Times Best
Biography Audiobook of the Year 2021** 'Vickers gives breathing, alarming life to
a woman who puzzled and thrilled her contemporaries' SUNDAY TIMES 'Best
Paperbacks of 2021' 'A continuously astonishing and ultimately moving account
of a unique figure, the stuff of great literature' Simon Callow, SUNDAY TIMES
'Gripping . . . jaw-dropping story, brilliantly told' Ysenda Maxtone Graham, THE
TIMES 'Mr. Vickers, with his sharp eye for detail, splendidly captures the drama
of Gladys's life and the amazing cast of characters she encountered' WALL
STREET JOURNAL 'This biography is truly wonderful - a masterclass in
storytelling' SUNDAY TIMES 'The most extraordinary, rackety life' William Boyd,
DAILY TELEGRAPH 'Richly anecdotal and oddly captivating' Miranda Seymour,
FINANCIAL TIMES 'At the end of the book the reader can only say, "Whew!
What a story!"' Anne de Courcy, SPECTATOR 'Hugo Vickers's life of Gladys
Marlborough is an extraordinary and tragic story, with special resonance today'
EVENING STANDARD ******************* One of the most beautiful and brilliant
women of her time, Gladys Deacon dazzled and puzzled the glittering social
circles in which she moved. Born in Paris to American parents in 1881, Gladys
emerged from a traumatic childhood - her father having shot her mother's lover
dead when Gladys was only eleven - to captivate and inspire some of the
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greatest literary and artistic names of the Belle Epoque. Marcel Proust wrote of
her, 'I never saw a girl with such beauty, such magnificent intelligence, such
goodness and charm.' Berenson considered marrying her, Rodin and Monet
befriended her, Boldini painted her and Epstein sculpted her. She inspired love
from diverse Dukes and Princes, and the interest of women such as the
Comtesse Greffulhe and Gertrude Stein. In 1921, when Gladys was forty, she
achieved the wish she had held since the age of fourteen to marry the 9th Duke
of Marlborough, then freshly divorced from fellow American Consuelo Vanderbilt.
Gladys's circle now included Lady Ottoline Morrell, Lytton Strachey and Winston
Churchill, who described her as 'a strange, glittering being'. But life at Blenheim
was not a success: when the Duke evicted her in 1933, the only remaining signs
of Gladys were two sphinxes bearing her features on the west terraces and
mysterious blue eyes in the grand portico. She became a recluse, and the wax
injections she'd had to straighten her nose when she was 22 had by now ravaged
her beauty. Gladys was to spend her last years in the psycho-geriatric ward of a
mental hospital, where she was discovered by a young Hugo Vickers. Intrigued
and compelled to unmask the truth of her mysterious life, Vickers visited her over
the course of two years, eventually publishing Gladys, Duchess of Marlborough,
a biography of her life - and his first book - in 1979, two years after Gladys's
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death. Forty years on, Vickers has now completely rewritten and revised his
original biography, updating it with previously unavailable material and drawing
on his own personal research all over Europe and America. He once asked
Gladys, 'Where is Gladys Deacon?' She answered him slowly, 'Gladys Deacon? .
. . She never existed.' The Sphinx is a fascinating portrait of this elusive but
brilliant woman who was at the centre of a now bygone era of wealth and
privilege - and a tribute to one of the brightest stars of her age.
The award-winning author of Founding Brothers and The Quartet now gives us a
deeply insightful examination of the relevance of the views of George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and John Adams to some of
the most divisive issues in America today. The story of history is a ceaseless
conversation between past and present, and in American Dialogue Joseph J.
Ellis focuses the conversation on the often-asked question "What would the
Founding Fathers think?" He examines four of our most seminal historical figures
through the prism of particular topics, using the perspective of the present to
shed light on their views and, in turn, to make clear how their now centuries-old
ideas illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political conflicts. He discusses
Jefferson and the issue of racism, Adams and the specter of economic inequality,
Washington and American imperialism, Madison and the doctrine of original
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intent. Through these juxtapositions--and in his hallmark dramatic and compelling
narrative voice--Ellis illuminates the obstacles and pitfalls paralyzing
contemporary discussions of these fundamentally important issues.
From the first shots fired at Lexington to the signing of the Declaration of
Independence to the negotiations for the Louisiana Purchase, Joseph J. Ellis
guides us through the decisive issues of the nation’s founding, and illuminates
the emerging philosophies, shifting alliances, and personal and political foibles of
our now iconic leaders–Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Hamilton, and Adams.
He casts an incisive eye on the founders’ achievements, arguing that the
American Revolution was, paradoxically, an evolution–and that part of what made
it so extraordinary was the gradual pace at which it occurred. He explains how
the idea of a strong federal government was eventually embraced by the
American people, and details the emergence of the two-party system, which
stands as the founders’ most enduring legacy. Ellis is equally incisive about their
failures, and he makes clear how their inability to abolish slavery and to reach a
just settlement with the Native Americans has played an equally important role in
shaping our national character. With eloquence and insight, Ellis strips the mythic
veneer of the revolutionary generation to reveal men both human and inspired,
possessed of both brilliance and blindness. American Creation is an audiobook
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that delineates an era of flawed greatness, at a time when understanding our
origins is more important than ever.
The Paris Years of Thomas Jefferson
Setting the World Ablaze
Revolutionary Summer
Abduction
American Dialogue
School for Soldiers
Offers a reassessment of the life, image, and career of Thomas
Jefferson, examining his complex personality, controversies about
the man and his beliefs, and his accomplishments
Stephen E. Ambrose draws upon extensive sources, an
unprecedented degree of scholarship, and numerous interviews with
Eisenhower himself to offer the fullest, richest, most objective
rendering yet of the soldier who became president. He gives us a
masterly account of the European war theater and Eisenhower's
magnificent leadership as Allied Supreme Commander. Ambrose's
recounting of Eisenhower's presidency, the first of the Cold War,
brings to life a man and a country struggling with issues as diverse
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as civil rights, atomic weapons, communism, and a new global role.
Along the way, Ambrose follows the 34th President's relations with
the people closest to him, most of all Mamie, his son John, and Kay
Summersby, as well as Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill,
Charles de Gaulle, Harry Truman, Nixon, Dulles, Khrushchev, Joe
McCarthy, and indeed, all the American and world leaders of his
time. This superb interpretation of Eisenhower's life confirms
Stephen Ambrose's position as one of our finest historians.
Draws on the Washington papers from archives at the University of
Virginia to chronicle George Washington's military career and
presidential years, discussing his struggle to keep an emerging
America united and other accomplishments.
The introduction, discussion questions, suggestions for further
reading, and author biography that follow are intended to enhance
your reading group's discussion of Joseph Ellis's Founding Brothers:
The Revolutionary Generation . We hope they will enrich your
experience of this Pulitzer Prize-winning study of the intertwined
lives of the founders of the American republic--John Adams, Aaron
Burr, Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, and George Washington.
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Author of America
The American Revolution and Its Discontents, 1773-1783
The Death of the Banker
West Point and the Profession of Arms
Soldier and President
After the Revolution: Profiles of Early American Culture
The world's bestselling master of the medical thriller, Robin Cook
skillfully combines human drama and high-tech thrills with the latest
breakthroughs and controversies of modern medicine. In Abduction, a
mysterious transmission from the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean leads a
crew of oceanographers and divers to a phenomenon beyond scientific
understanding – a discovery that will change everything we know about
life on Earth . . .
Through portraits of four figures—Charles Willson Peale, Hugh Henry
Brackenridge, William Dunlap, and Noah Webster—Joseph Ellis provides a
unique perspective on the role of culture in post-Revolutionary America,
both its high expectations and its frustrations. Each life is fascinating in
its own right, and each is used to brightly illuminate the historical
context.
A landmark literary event: the first novel by a female member of Oulipo in
English, a sexy genderless love story.
Page 12/24

Where To Download American Sphinx The Character Of Thomas Jefferson
Joseph J Ellis
The Pulitzer Prize–winning, best-selling author of Founding Brothers and
His Excellency brings America’s preeminent first couple to life in a
moving and illuminating narrative that sweeps through the American
Revolution and the republic’s tenuous early years. John and Abigail Adams
left an indelible and remarkably preserved portrait of their lives together
in their personal correspondence: both Adamses were prolific letter
writers (although John conceded that Abigail was clearly the more gifted
of the two), and over the years they exchanged more than twelve hundred
letters. Joseph J. Ellis distills this unprecedented and unsurpassed record
to give us an account both intimate and panoramic; part biography, part
political history, and part love story. Ellis describes the first meeting
between the two as inauspicious—John was twenty-four, Abigail just
fifteen, and each was entirely unimpressed with the other. But they soon
began a passionate correspondence that resulted in their marriage five
years later. Over the next decades, the couple were separated nearly as
much as they were together. John’s political career took him first to
Philadelphia, where he became the boldest advocate for the measures that
would lead to the Declaration of Independence. Yet in order to attend the
Second Continental Congress, he left his wife and children in the middle
of the war zone that had by then engulfed Massachusetts. Later he was
sent to Paris, where he served as a minister to the court of France
alongside Benjamin Franklin. These years apart stressed the Adamses’
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union almost beyond what it could bear: Abigail grew lonely, while the
Adams children suffered from their father’s absence. John was elected the
nation’s first vice president, but by the time of his reelection, Abigail’s
health prevented her from joining him in Philadelphia, the interim capital.
She no doubt had further reservations about moving to the swamp on the
Potomac when John became president, although this time he persuaded
her. President Adams inherited a weak and bitterly divided country from
George Washington. The political situation was perilous at best, and he
needed his closest advisor by his side: “I can do nothing,” John told
Abigail after his election, “without you.” In Ellis’s rich and striking new
history, John and Abigail’s relationship unfolds in the context of America’s
birth as a nation.
His Excellency
The Rivalry That Forged a Nation
Parlor Politics
A Novel
"Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the
Imagination
100 Things You Don't Wanna Know about American Sphinx
An illustrated study brings to life the atmosphere and personalities of prerevolutionary Paris, traces their influence on the American envoy, and recounts his
participation in the life of the city and its intrigues at court. UP.
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"Impassioned and erudite.⋯A captivating portrait of this Massachusetts native as a
wonderfully contrary genius possessed of an uncommon moral intelligence and
farsighted political wisdom." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times A fresh look at this
astute, likably quirky statesman, by the author of the Pulitzer Award-winning
Founding Brothers and the National Book Award winning American Sphinx. "The
most lovable and most laughable, the warmest and possibly the wisest of the founding
fathers, John Adams knew himself as few men do and preserved his knowledge in a
voluminous correspondence that still vibrates. Ellis has used it with great skill and
perception not only to bring us the man, warts and all, but more importantly to reveal
his extraordinary insights into the problems confronting the founders that resonate
today in the republic they created." —Edmund S. Morgan, Sterling Professor of
History Emeritus, Yale University
In 1844, Alexandre Dumas published The Three Musketeers, a novel so famous and
still so popular today that it scarcely needs introduction. Shortly thereafter he wrote
a sequel, Twenty Years After. Later, toward the end of his career, Dumas wrote The
Red Sphinx, another direct sequel to The Three Musketeers that begins a mere
twenty days afterward. Picking up right where the The Three Musketeers left off,
The Red Sphinx continues the stories of Cardinal Richelieu, Queen Anne, and King
Louis XIII—and introduces a charming new hero, the Comte de Moret, a real historical
figure from the period. Dumas wrote seventy-five chapters of The Red Sphinx, but
never quite finished it and the novel languished for almost a century. While Dumas
never completed the book, he had earlier written a separate novella, The Dove, that
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recounts the final adventures of Moret and Cardinal Richelieu.Now for the first time
in one cohesive narrative, The Red Sphinx and The Dove make a complete and
satisfying storyline—a rip-roaring novel of historical adventure, heretofore unknown
to English-language readers, by the great Alexandre Dumas, king of the
swashbucklers.
Following Thomas Jefferson from the drafting of the Declaration of Independence to
his retirement in Monticello, Joseph J. Ellis unravels the contradictions of the
Jeffersonian character. He gives us the slaveholding libertarian who was capable of
decrying mescegenation while maintaing an intimate relationship with his slave, Sally
Hemmings; the enemy of government power who exercisdd it audaciously as
president; the visionarty who remained curiously blind to the inconsistencies in his
nature. American Sphinx is a marvel of scholarship, a delight to read, and an essential
gloss on the Jeffersonian legacy.
Writing the Declaration of Independence
The Character of Thomas Jefferson
The Founders and Us
Taxes, Politics, and the Origins of American Independence
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and the American Revolution
Sphinx

Written to accompany the Library of Congress bicentennial exhibition, this lively biography of
Thomas Jefferson explores the private and public life of the former president and author of
Declaration of Independence, candidly confronting the conflicts between his ideals and his
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lifestyle. 25,000 first printing.
Iraq War veteran Neal Maven gets involved with dangerous big-time drug dealers in Boston
when he accepts a job from fellow veteran Brad Royce.
Setting the World Ablaze is the story of the American Revolution and of the three Founders who
played crucial roles in winning the War of Independence and creating a new nation: George
Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. Braiding three strands into one rich narrative,
John Ferling brings these American icons down from their pedestals to show them as men of
flesh and blood, and in doing so gives us a new understanding of the passion and uncertainty of
the struggle to form a new nation. A leading historian of the Revolutionary era, Ferling draws
upon an unsurpassed command of the primary sources and a talent for swiftly moving narrative
to give us intimate views of each of these men. He shows us both the overarching historical
picture of the era and a gripping sense of how these men encountered the challenges that faced
them. We see Washington, containing a profound anger at British injustice within an austere
demeanor; Adams, far from home, struggling with severe illness and French duplicity in his
crucial negotiations in Paris; and Jefferson, distracted and indecisive, confronting uncertainties
about his future in politics. John Adams, in particular, emerges from the narrative as the most
under-appreciated hero of the Revolution, while Jefferson is revealed as the most overrated, yet
most eloquent, of the Founders. Setting the World Ablaze shows in dramatic detail how these
conservative men--successful members of the colonial elite--were transformed into radical
revolutionaries.
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A spellbinding history of the epic rivalry that shaped our republic: Thomas Jefferson, Alexander
Hamilton, and their competing visions for America.
An American Controversy
The Revolutionary Generation
Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams
The Birth of American Independence
Architect of American Liberty
Samuel Johnson of Connecticut, 1696-1772
A distinctive portrait of the crescendo moment in American history from the Pulitzer-winning
American historian, Joseph Ellis. The summer months of 1776 witnessed the most consequential
events in the story of our country’s founding. While the thirteen colonies came together and agreed
to secede from the British Empire, the British were dispatching the largest armada ever to cross the
Atlantic to crush the rebellion in the cradle. The Continental Congress and the Continental Army
were forced to make decisions on the run, improvising as history congealed around them. In a
brilliant and seamless narrative, Ellis meticulously examines the most influential figures in this
propitious moment, including George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and Britain’s Admiral Lord Richard and General William Howe. He weaves together the
political and military experiences as two sides of a single story, and shows how events on one front
influenced outcomes on the other. Revolutionary Summer tells an old story in a new way, with a
freshness at once colorful and compelling.
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A colorful, enlightening account of how Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence,
and the road to July 4: a selection from Joseph J. Ellis’s American Sphinx, winner of the National
Book Award. How did the newest and youngest member of Virginia’s delegation to the
Constitutional Congress come to write the founding document of the American project? In “Writing
the Declaration of Independence,” Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Joseph J. Ellis outlines the life
of the document and the road to its adoption on July 4. From Jefferson’s arrival in Philadelphia in
1775 in an ornate carriage along with four horses and three slaves, to a fascinating guided tour of
the drafts and discussions (including the importance of a good speaking voice, the theatricality of
Patrick Henry, and Jefferson’s tortured, ultimately discarded section blaming the king for American
slavery), this is the true history of Independence Day.
In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading journalist and social critic Christopher
Hitchens offers a startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our Founding Father. Situating
Jefferson within the context of America's evolution and tracing his legacy over the past two hundred
years, Hitchens brings the character of Jefferson to life as a man of his time and also as a symbolic
figure beyond it. Conflicted by power, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence and acted
as Minister to France yet yearned for a quieter career in the Virginia legislature. Predicting that
slavery would shape the future of America's development, this professed proponent of emancipation
elided the issue in the Declaration and continued to own human property. An eloquent writer, he
was an awkward public speaker; a reluctant candidate, he left an indelible presidential legacy.
Jefferson's statesmanship enabled him to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase with France, doubling
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the size of the nation, and he authorized the Lewis and Clark expedition, opening up the American
frontier for exploration and settlement. Hitchens also analyzes Jefferson's handling of the Barbary
War, a lesser-known chapter of his political career, when his attempt to end the kidnapping and
bribery of Americans by the Barbary states, and the subsequent war with Tripoli, led to the building
of the U.S. navy and the fortification of America's reputation regarding national defense. In the
background of this sophisticated analysis is a large historical drama: the fledgling nation's struggle
for independence, formed in the crucible of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, and, in its
shadow, the deformation of that struggle in the excesses of the French Revolution. This artful
portrait of a formative figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone interested in
American history -- or in the ambiguities of human nature.
"Please, speak softly, we might be overheard," Two college friends run into each other in Paris and
one tells the other of a mysterious woman he’s been seeing. She sets appointments to meet him and
doesn’t show up, and she asks him not to write her at her home address but gives him an alias name
and address instead. As the tension builds, the friends start to suspect that maybe the real mystery is
that there isn’t a mystery at all. The Sphinx Without a Secret suggests that the thrill of the chase will
always end in disappointment when it comes to love, because sooner or later the chase must end.
With charm and a great understanding of the human condition, Oscar Wilde more than succeeds
with this suspenseful Sherlock Holmes-like mystery. Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) was an Irish
playwright, novelist, essayist, and poet, famous for ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’ and ‘The
Importance of Being Earnest’ to name a couple. He was believed to be a homosexual and met a lot
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of resistance in his life on that account. He died in Paris at the age of 46.
Jefferson
In which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government
The Quartet
Founding Brothers
The Sphinx
Genius of Liberty
Focuses on the unofficial social sphere in which Washington politics were conducted
following Thomas Jefferson's abolishment of formal receptions.
When Annette Gordon-Reed's groundbreaking study was first published, rumors of
Thomas Jefferson's sexual involvement with his slave Sally Hemings had circulated for
two centuries. Among all aspects of Jefferson's renowned life, it was perhaps the most
hotly contested topic. The publication of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings
intensified this debate by identifying glaring inconsistencies in many noted scholars'
evaluations of the existing evidence. In this study, Gordon-Reed assembles a
fascinating and convincing argument: not that the alleged thirty-eight-year liaison
necessarily took place but rather that the evidence for its taking place has been denied
a fair hearing. Friends of Jefferson sought to debunk the Hemings story as early as
1800, and most subsequent historians and biographers followed suit, finding the affair
unthinkable based upon their view of Jefferson's life, character, and beliefs. GordonPage 21/24
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Reed responds to these critics by pointing out numerous errors and prejudices in their
writings, ranging from inaccurate citations, to impossible time lines, to virtual exclusions
of evidence—especially evidence concerning the Hemings family. She demonstrates
how these scholars may have been misguided by their own biases and may even have
tailored evidence to serve and preserve their opinions of Jefferson. This updated edition
of the book also includes an afterword in which the author comments on the DNA study
that provided further evidence of a Jefferson and Hemings liaison.00 Possessing both a
layperson's unfettered curiosity and a lawyer's logical mind, Annette Gordon-Reed
writes with a style and compassion that are irresistible. Each chapter revolves around a
key figure in the Hemings drama, and the resulting portraits are engrossing and very
personal. Gordon-Reed also brings a keen intuitive sense of the psychological
complexities of human relationships—relationships that, in the real world, often develop
regardless of status or race. The most compelling element of all, however, is her
extensive and careful research, which often allows the evidence to speak for itself.
Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy is the definitive look at
a centuries-old question that should fascinate general readers and historians alike.
From Pulitzer Prize–winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of
why the thirteen colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a distant centralized
governing power, would decide to subordinate themselves anew. We all know the
famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years
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ago our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new Nation.” The truth is different. In
1776, thirteen American colonies declared themselves independent states that only
temporarily joined forces in order to defeat the British. Once victorious, they planned to
go their separate ways. The triumph of the American Revolution was neither an
ideological nor a political guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their
independence and accept the creation of a federal government with power over their
autonomy as states. The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of
the men most responsible—George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and
James Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris,
shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic dysfunctions
created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the
calling of the Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia,
orchestrating the debate in the state ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill
of Rights to assure state compliance with the constitutional settlement. Ellis has given
us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods
in American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of
the federal government. The Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an
even more compelling truth—one that lies at the heart of understanding the creation of
the United States of America.
Traces the shifting balance of power among investors, borrowers, and bankers,
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explaining why such great financial dynasties as the Rothschilds, the Morgans, and the
Warburgs have become obsolete in the 1990s. Original. 20,000 first printing.
George Washington
American Sphinx
The Decline and Fall of the Great Financial Dynasties and the Triumph of the Small
Investor
The Cause
The New England Mind in Transition
The Life of Gladys Deacon – Duchess of Marlborough
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